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The Maritime Labour
Convention, 2006 will help
ensure that all seafarers can
enjoy decent working and
living conditions.  

ILO MARITIME LABOUR CONVENTION, 2006

HELPING YOU PREPARE FOR IMPLEMENTATION

I

The new International

Labour Organisation 

(ILO) Maritime Labour

Convention, 2006 (MLC,

2006) is being hailed as

an international bill of

rights for seafarers. 

It has been drafted to help

ensure that all seafarers,

regardless of their

nationality and the flag 

of the ships they work on,

can enjoy decent working

and living conditions.

Our voluntary assessment 

and training services 

can help you prepare 

for the Convention’s

implementation and

support you in assessing

your compliance. 

What is the new ILO 
Maritime Labour Convention?
The International Labour
Organisation adopted the
Maritime Labour Convention,
2006 in February 2006. It is
expected to enter into force 
in 2012, but could become
ratified sooner. 

The legislation sets minimum
standards on issues such as:
conditions of employment;
accommodation; health and
safety protection; medical care;
and welfare and social security
protection issues. At a more
detailed level, the Convention
also addresses issues such as: the
causes of fatigue; occupational
accidents; recruitment;
employment opportunities; and
working conditions for seafarers.

The Convention’s compliance
and enforcement provisions will
help ensure requirements are
respected on all ships, including
those flying the flag of countries
which have not ratified it. 

Inspection and certification 
requirements
The MLC, 2006 applies to all
ships engaged in commercial
activities, whether publicly or
privately owned. However, it
does not apply to ships

engaged in fishing or similar
pursuits, or traditionally built
vessels such as dhows and
junks. Nor does the Convention
apply to warships and naval
auxiliaries, or ships that
navigate inland waters 
where port regulations apply.

The certification requirement
applies to ships of:

(a) 500 gt or over, engaged in
international voyages, and

(b) 500 gt or over, flying 
the flag of a member state 
and operating from a port, 
or between ports, in another
country.

One of the areas the
Convention focuses on is
onboard practical inspections; 
in the future, ships may be
detained on labour-related
issues. 

We have undertaken trial
inspection work and numerous
evaluation studies against the
full requirements of the MLC,
2006. We have also been
working with shipowners,
shipyards and a number of
organisations to identify a
practical approach to its
implementation.
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How can Lloyd's Register help?
Voluntary assessment scheme
To help you prepare for the
MLC, 2006, we have developed
a voluntary assessment scheme
for ship owners, shipyards and
operating companies. 

The scheme addresses the
onboard inspection criteria
addressed by the five titles of
the Convention: 

Title 1: Minimum requirements
for seafarers to work on a ship.

Title 2: Conditions of
employment.

Title 3: Accommodation,
recreational facilities, food and
catering.

Title 4: Health protection,
medical care, welfare and social
security protection.

Title 5: Compliance and
enforcement – on board
complaint procedures. 

The voluntary assessment
scheme makes reference 
to the need for national
requirements to be identified
through flag state Declarations
of Maritime Labour Compliance
Part I (DMLC Part I). 

Until flag states issue 
their DMLCs and ratify the
Convention, we can help you to
prepare by inspecting your ships
against the scheme and issuing a
‘Statement of Compliance’ with
its requirements. 

The scheme is based on
inspection best practice and 
can be downloaded from our
website www.lr.org

Other services
We are also preparing an
international programme of
seminars, workshops and
training courses to support your
needs and help you prepare 
for the Convention’s
implementation.

Lloyd’s Register EMEA
T + 44 (0)20 7709 9166
F + 44 (0)20 7423 2057
E emea@lr.org

71 Fenchurch Street
London EC3M 4BS, UK

Lloyd’s Register Asia
T + 852 2287 9333
F + 852 2526 2921
E asia@lr.org

Suite 3501 China Merchants Tower
Shun Tak Centre 
168–200 Connaught Road Central
Hong Kong, SAR of PRC

Lloyd’s Register Americas, Inc.
T +1 (1)281 675 3100
F +1 (1)281 675 3139
E americas@lr.org

1401 Enclave Parkway, Suite 200
Houston, Texas, 77077, USA

www.lr.org

January 2009

Services are provided by members of the Lloyd’s Register Group. Lloyd’s Register, 
Lloyd’s Register EMEA and Lloyd’s Register Asia are exempt charities under the UK Charities Act 1993.
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FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION
please contact Tony Field 
in Piraeus,
T +30 210 4580829
M +30 6948 549159 
E tony.field@lr.org

or one of the following local
Lloyd’s Register contacts:

Dubai
Harish Raman
T +971 4 701 4106 
E harish.raman@lr.org

Hong Kong
Yun-bo Pan
T +852 2287 9377
E yun-bo.pan@lr.org

Houston
Chris Desmond
T +1 (1)281 675 3155
E chris.desmond@lr.org

Piraeus
Michalis Sigalas
T +30 210 4580862
E michalis.sigalas@lr.org

Rotterdam
Maarten Veenstra
T +31 (0)10 2018409
E maarten.veenstra@lr.org

Singapore
Aun-Aun Cheah
T +65 6278 9444
E aun-aun.cheah@lr.org

Southampton
Stephen Chalk
T +44 (0)2380 525712
E stephen.chalk@lr.org

KEY CHARACTERISTICS 
OF THE MLC, 2006

• Consolidates and 
updates about 68 
existing Conventions and
recommendations into 
one universally acceptable
standard.   

• Promotes a practical 
and flexible approach to
implementation through
national ‘substantial
equivalences’, alternatives
and exemptions, thereby
promoting early ratification
by ILO Member States.

• Enforcement and
compliance mechanisms
contained in Title 5
establish the roles and
responsibilities of ship
owners, masters and flag
and port states, and define
inspection and certification
requirements. 
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